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Fruitland Magnesium Fire Incident - Removal Polrep 
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Ryan Green, START 
Valerie Bauer, START 
Carlin Hafiz, EPA 
Rusty Harris-Bishop, EPA 
Michelle Rogow, EPA 
Mary Matthews, EPA 
Tood Painton, Vernon Fire Department 
Ashu Palta, LACoOEM 

From: Robert Wise, OSC 

Date: 

Reporting 
Period: 

6/23/2016 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Site Number: 

D.O. 
Number: 

Response 
Authority: 

Response 
Lead: 

NPL Status: 

CERCLA 

EPA 

Non 
NPL 

Contract Number: 

Action Memo 
Date: 

Response Type: Emergency 

Incident Removal 
Category: Action 

Operable Unit: 

Mobilization 6/14/2016 Start Date: 6/14/2016 
Date: 

Demob Date: Completion Date: 

CERCLIS RCRIS ID: 
ID: 

ERNS No.: State Notification: 

FPN#: Reimbursable 
Account#: 

1.1.1 Incident Category 

Magnesium fire at a metal recycling and stripping company. 
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n June 14, 201 at appro imately 020 hours, a fire started 
t Panda Intemafonal Tra ·ng (PIT) lo ated at 3 70 
ruitland Ave., aywood, A. Fruitla dAve. is 
ommercial/light manufac 1ring distric . The fac lity holds 

o businesses, T and S KOR Meta s. PIT is scrap 
etal yard that s nd scrap etal out in ulk for r covery. 

SOKOR is a prec ous meta s recovery peration t at 
ecovers precious metals fr m circuit b ards and ther 
lectronics. The site origi ally consist d of seve al 
uildings, but all ere dest oyed in the Ire. 

_ . ..urin.g_.tbe_.fire._a v..mxima..t Jy_J.OO_.v..eo .Le...nn r~~~·~·. ·~:;~:~~·~-;;i~::~-i 

~h~-~~-~~~~~~~~-j:~~~~:~P.~~:~~~·-th !"~~~k~~~~~~r.I~~~r~~~~~:JJ 
~.!r~.~LQ.!l_.J.g_n~J.9..l_.7._QJ§.,J>y LACoFD. e home of the 
:.-~.~~.-~.:.-~~!.~-~~.~~.-~.~i~~~.Y.) t borders t e site hav remained 
vacuated due to he prese ce of ash th oughout t e 
roperties. Appr ximately 1 families main ev cuated and 
re staying at a R d Cross helter. 

he site is locate at 3570 ruitland A e., Mayw od, Los 
ngeles Co., CA 90702 (L titude: 33.9 61640 
ongitude: -118. 011630). On the sou hem fenc line of the 

ite is a residenti 1 neighbo hood of sin le family homes. To 
he north, east an west is re light ind stry. 

at 

1.1.3 Preliminar Remov I Assessme t/Remo al Site 
nspection Resu ts 

See POLREP No 1. 

n order to dete ined clea up action 1 vels, the 
ommand has cr ated a A tion Levels orking 

ACWG). The A WG is eing led by SC Mic 
ogow. The AC G inclu es represen atives fro 
TSDR, LACoP , and S RT. The i itial ind 

ampling data ha been rec ived. The ata is 
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2. Current Activities 

2.1 Operations Section 

currently being revi 
this data will be in t 

ewedb the ALWC. A discu ~sion of 
he next 

2.1.1 Narrative 

See POLREP No. 2 

2.1.2 Response Act ions to 

une 22, 2016 

PA,U Agencies Present: E 
Vernon Fire Depart 
(LACoSD) and DT 

ment (\ 
sc 

Contractors Present : STAI 

POLREP. 

Date 

SCG, LACo 
FD), Los A 

T, ERRS, 

. tr.actor continued t • The ERRS con 
residual ash ! E 

; 

x. 6- Personal Privacy ~t. 

-efilaTqtnr-(ER T, S' • The Environin 
conducted ind oor air 

e (Ope 
de term 

• FOSC Musant 
the utilities to 
assets on the £ acility ' 

• The EPA PIO 
agencies in th 

une 23,2016 

sand C 
e IC to 

PA,U~ Agencies Present: E 
VPD, LACoSD, EP ACID 

Contractors Present : STAI 

ampling of 
ations Secti 
ne their nee 
ite. 
C in cooper 
elease a pre 

CG, LACo 
~ndDTSC 

T, ERRS, S 

__ tr..ac.tor c.ontinue.rl., t • The ERRS c.on 
residual ash! E x. 6 - Personal Privacy ! 

• The Enviro~m 
of 11 homes. 

·-ei1iaru~1fc-oi1Cilicte 

• The Investigat 
warrant on the 
and the SSO p 
warrant. 

ions Br 
site. 1 

rovidec 

~nch served 
he Environr 
assistance 

FD, LAC< PH, 
1geles Co Sheriffs 

ERAS 

conduct leanup of 

"ART, SE RAS) 
4- homes. 
)n Chief) net with 
:ls to repa· r their 

ation with our partner 
s briefin~. 

FD, LAC< PH, VFD, 

ERAS 

conduct leanup of 

d indoor:: ir sampling 

acnmma search 
1ental Un t, ERRS 
o them du ring their 
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• The ERRS cont actor subco 1tracted a structural 
engineer to evaluate t~e pole bam on-site ar d 
determined that it stn cturally uns :mnd and 1eeds to be 
demolished. 

• The Unified Commar d conducted a telebrie'1ng for the 
elected officials inclu~ing: the Mayors of\ emon and 
Maywood; members of the Los ngeles B )ard 
Supervisors, Congres woman Lucille Royb 1-Allard; 
and California Assemlby Speaker 1\nthony I enden and 

• The Mitigation Branc~ (ERRS) C< ntinued t conduct 
planning for home de ontaminati< ns. 

2.1.3 Enforcement Activi1~es, Identit~ of Poten ially 
Responsible Parties (PRP~) 

See POLREP No.2. The I~vestigation Branch served a 
search warrant on the site t p collect criminal evid nee. 

2.1.4 Progress Metrics 

Waste 
Stream 

Medium Quant tyManifes~ Treatm ntDispos 
# 
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2.2 Planning Section 

.2.1 Anticipate Activiti s 

he activities for June 23, 016 include: 

• Conduct air sampling in evacuate homes; 
• Continue t decon of residual as ; and 
• Continue pl nning fo decon of e acuated homes; 
• Initiation o cleanup:: ctivities at t1e outside of the 

evacuated h mes . 

. 2.1.1 Planned espouse Activities 

emoval operati ns will in lude the fo owmg: 

• Assessment of the ev cuated hom~s; 
• pe£.outami . ati_ou_.of_t o.e_.b_om.es_.on th[~~;:.:~~;~-;;~~~~~~;;~!· ! 

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i.· 
• 'IT;:>-:'>"1:7S:srnc:rn ·c:rctrn:,-·~n ·;·-a:n:u·-·-·-·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 
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2.3 Logistics Section 

2.4 Finance Section 

• Produ tion of a< ditional fac sheets fo affected 
residents an ~ busines es. 

2.2.2 Issues 

• Securing ac ~ess to th< homes; 
• Determinin Pan actio level for re occupanc 

LACoPH is servi pg as the f.-'ogistics Se tion Chie c-for the 
Unified Cornman ~- TheEl RS contrac or is hanc ling 
ogistics for EPA 

See POLREP No 1. Mary Matthews h :tS mobiliz ed to. the 
site as the Finane ~Section ~hieffor EI A 

Estimated Costs nudgete ~Total To Remain· ng 0/o 
Date Remainin~ 

Extramural Costs 

ERRS- $400,00( .0023,865.0 0$176,13 .0044.03% 
Cleanup 
Contractor 

lAGs- PST $15,000. po $0.00 $15,000. )0100.00% 

TAT/START $380,53 .008,477.00 $282,06( .0074.12% 

Intramural Costs 

USEPA- $0.00 $6,000.00 ($6,000. 0) 0.00% 
Direct 

Total Site $795,53' .~m8,342.o 0$467,19 .0058.73% 
Costs 

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based 
on figures known to the OSC at the time this report was 
written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific 
figures on final payments made to any contractor(s). Other 
financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be 
entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this 
report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary 
figure which the government may include in any claim for 
cost recovery. 

ED _00 1 052_0000 1370-00008 



2.5 Other Command Staff 

3. Participating Entities 

3.1 Unified Command 

See POLREP No.2. The Community Relations Section has 
been attached directly to the Unified Command. 

The Unified Commanders are EPA, LACoFD HHMS and LACoPH. 

3.2 Cooperating Agencies 

DTSC, DPSS, LACoOEM, LACoSD, VFD,VPD, SCAQMD, LACoiSD; DTSC, EPA CID, 
City of Maywood, City of Vernon. 

4. Personnel On Site 

June 22, 2016: 

EPA OSC: 3 (Wise, Musante, Rogow) 

EPA ERT: 1 (Eskelsen) 

USCG PST: 1 

USCGIMAT: 2 

START: 3 

SERAS: 2 

ERRS: 9 

June 23, 2016: 

EPA OSC: 3 

EPAERT: 1 

EPA RSC: 1 (Matthews) 

USCG PST: 1 

USCGIMAT: 1 

START: 3 
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SERAS: 2 

ERRS: 9 

5. Definition of Terms 

AQMD: South Coast Air Quality Management Distict 

CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act 

CFR: Code ofFederal Regulations 

CIC: Community Information Coordinator 

Co.: County 

DPSS: Department of Public Social Services 

DTSC: Department of Toxic Substance 

EPA: Environmental Protection Agency 

ERRS: Emergency and Rapid Removal Services (EPA Contractor) 

ER T: Environmental Response Team 

HCN: Hydrogen Cyanide 

HHMD: Health Hazardous Materials Division 

IMA T: Incident Management Team 

LACoFD: Los Angeles County Fire Department 

LA CoO EM: Los Angeles County Office of Emergency Management 

LACoPH: Los Angeles County Public Health 

LACoSD: Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 

NCP: National Contingency Plan ( 40 CFR 300) 

OSC: On--Scene Coordinator 

OSHA: Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

PEL: Permissible Exposure Limit 
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PES: Patriot Environmental Services 

PRP: Potentially Responsible Party 

PST: Pacific Strike Team 

PIT: Panda International Trading Co. 

RM: Removal Manager 

SERAS: Science, Engineering, Response and Analytical Support contractor 

SOKOR: SOKOR Metals 

START: Superfund Technical Assessment Response Team contractor 

TDD: Technical Direction Document 

TO: Task Order 

TTLC: Total Threshold Limit Concentration 

USCG: US Coast Guard 

VFD: Vernon Fire Department 

VOCs: Volatile Organic Compounds 

VPD: Vernon Police Department 

XRF: X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrometer 

6. Additional sources of information 

6.1 Internet location of additional information/report 

The website for this site is located www.epaosc.org/FruitlandMgFire. 

6.2 Reporting Schedule 

The next POLREP will be June 24, 2016. 

7. Situational Reference Materials 

See the lAPs in Documents Section. 
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